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1 Introduction

This document compiles 50 terms introduced or highlighted by George Orwell in his litera-
ture, particularly in Nineteen Eighty-Four and Animal Farm, as well as his essays. These
terms relate to psychology, sociology, propaganda, and the cyclical nature of societal con-
trol, reflecting how power structures manipulate truth and behavior despite aspirations for
progress. Each term is defined and accompanied by an example from Orwell’s works or their
implied contexts. These 50 terms encapsulate George Orwell’s profound insights into the
mechanisms of power, manipulation, and societal control. His works warn of the dangers
of unchecked authority and the cyclical nature of oppression, urging vigilance to protect
freedom and truth.
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2 Orwellian Terms and Definitions

1. Totalitarianism: A system of absolute control where the state suppresses individual
freedoms, central to Orwell’s critique of oppressive regimes.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the Party’s control over every aspect of life, from
thought to behavior, exemplifies totalitarianism.

2. Doublethink: The act of simultaneously holding contradictory beliefs, accepting both
as true, to align with Party doctrine.
Example: Winston Smith in Nineteen Eighty-Four practices doublethink by accepting
that 2+2=5 when demanded by the Party, despite knowing it is false.

3. Newspeak: A controlled language designed to limit thought and make dissent impos-
sible by reducing vocabulary.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the word “freedom” is eliminated from Newspeak
to prevent conceptualizing rebellion.

4. Big Brother: A symbolic figurehead of omnipresent surveillance and authoritarian
control.
Example: Posters in Nineteen Eighty-Four proclaim “Big Brother is Watching You,”
instilling fear and loyalty.

5. Thoughtcrime: Thinking disloyal or subversive thoughts against the ruling regime,
punishable by severe consequences.
Example: Winston’s secret diary in Nineteen Eighty-Four is a thoughtcrime, as it
expresses dissent against the Party.

6. Propaganda: The manipulation of information to shape public opinion, a key tool of
control.
Example: In Animal Farm, Squealer spreads lies about Napoleon’s benevolence to
maintain the pigs’ power.

7. Memory Hole: A mechanism for destroying inconvenient documents, erasing evidence
of the past to control history.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Winston drops old newspapers into memory holes
to align history with Party propaganda.

8. Telescreen: A two-way device for surveillance and propaganda, monitoring and in-
doctrinating citizens.
Example: Telescreens in Nineteen Eighty-Four broadcast Party messages and watch
citizens in their homes.

9. Proles: The working class, kept ignorant and distracted to prevent rebellion, reflecting
societal stratification.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, proles are fed entertainment to keep them docile
and unaware of Party oppression.
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10. Party: The ruling elite in Nineteen Eighty-Four, embodying absolute power and loy-
alty to ideology.
Example: The Inner Party members enjoy privileges while enforcing strict control over
Oceania’s citizens.

11. Ingsoc: The Party’s ideology (English Socialism), a facade for totalitarian control.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Ingsoc justifies the Party’s surveillance and power
as a form of socialism.

12. Oligarchical Collectivism: A system where a small elite maintains power, described
in Goldstein’s book within Nineteen Eighty-Four.
Example: The Party’s structure in Nineteen Eighty-Four ensures a small group holds
perpetual power.

13. Two Minutes Hate: A daily ritual of orchestrated rage against enemies, channeling
collective anger.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, citizens scream at images of Goldstein during the
Two Minutes Hate.

14. Hate Week: A propaganda event to intensify public hatred, reinforcing loyalty to the
regime.
Example: Hate Week in Nineteen Eighty-Four rallies citizens against Eurasia or East-
asia, stoking fervor.

15. Thought Police: Enforcers who monitor and punish thoughtcrime, symbolizing psy-
chological control.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the Thought Police arrest Winston for his rebel-
lious thoughts.

16. Vaporization: The complete erasure of a person’s existence, including records, to
maintain Party infallibility.
Example: Syme in Nineteen Eighty-Four is vaporized, and no trace of him remains.

17. Unperson: Someone erased from history, as if they never existed, to control collective
memory.
Example: After vaporization, Nineteen Eighty-Four ’s unpersons are forgotten by soci-
ety.

18. Orthodoxy: Blind adherence to Party doctrine, suppressing independent thought.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Party members must exhibit orthodoxy by never
questioning Ingsoc.

19. Crimestop: The mental discipline of stopping subversive thoughts before they form.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, loyal Party members use crimestop to avoid doubt-
ing the Party.

20. Blackwhite: The ability to accept contradictory facts, claiming something is both
true and false as needed.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Party members claim loyalty is rebellion when
required.
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21. Reality Control: The Party’s power to dictate truth by altering records and percep-
tions.
Example: The Party in Nineteen Eighty-Four changes records to claim it always won
wars.

22. Mutability of the Past: The belief that the past can be changed to align with
present Party needs.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, history is rewritten to make the Party seem infal-
lible.

23. Power Worship: The psychological tendency to submit to and admire raw power,
critiqued in Orwell’s essays.
Example: In Animal Farm, the animals revere Napoleon despite his tyranny.

24. Hierarchical Society: A rigid class structure where elites maintain control.
Example: In Animal Farm, pigs become the ruling class, exploiting other animals.

25. Surveillance State: A society where constant monitoring ensures conformity.
Example: Telescreens and hidden microphones inNineteen Eighty-Four create a surveil-
lance state.

26. Language Manipulation: Using language to control thought, as seen in Newspeak’s
design.
Example: Newspeak in Nineteen Eighty-Four eliminates words to limit rebellious ideas.

27. Historical Revisionism: Rewriting history to serve current political goals.
Example: In Animal Farm, the pigs alter the Seven Commandments to justify their
actions.

28. Groupthink: Collective conformity to Party ideology, stifling individuality.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, citizens conform to Party beliefs during rallies.

29. Psychological Manipulation: Techniques like fear and propaganda to control minds.
Example: The Party in Nineteen Eighty-Four uses fear of torture to enforce loyalty.

30. Fear as Control: Using terror to enforce obedience.
Example: The Thought Police in Nineteen Eighty-Four instill fear to prevent dissent.

31. Collective Amnesia: Society’s induced forgetfulness of the past, enabling control.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, citizens forget pre-Party history due to propaganda.

32. Ideological Purity: The demand for absolute loyalty to a single ideology.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, deviation from Ingsoc is punished severely.

33. Scapegoating: Blaming a figure for societal problems to unify the masses.
Example: In Animal Farm, Snowball is blamed for all farm failures.

34. Cult of Personality: Exalting a leader to inspire devotion.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Big Brother is worshipped as a godlike figure.

35. Dehumanization: Stripping individuals of humanity to enforce control.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, torture in Room 101 dehumanizes Winston.
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36. Alienation: Isolating individuals from meaningful connections to prevent rebellion.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Winston feels isolated, unable to trust others.

37. Betrayal: The inevitability of personal and ideological betrayal under totalitarian
pressure.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, Winston betrays Julia under torture.

38. False Consciousness: A Marxist concept where the oppressed adopt the oppressor’s
worldview.
Example: In Animal Farm, animals believe the pigs’ rule benefits them.

39. Social Control: Mechanisms like surveillance and propaganda to maintain order.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, telescreens and Thought Police enforce control.

40. Rewritten Narratives: Altering stories or events to justify power.
Example: In Animal Farm, the pigs rewrite history to glorify Napoleon.

41. Obedience Training: Conditioning society to obey authority without question.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, rituals like Two Minutes Hate train obedience.

42. Mass Indoctrination: Systematic propaganda to align the population with regime
goals.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, children are indoctrinated to spy for the Party.

43. Patriotism as Propaganda: Exploiting national loyalty to justify control.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, loyalty to Oceania fuels Party support.

44. Eternal War: Perpetual conflict to justify control and scarcity.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, endless wars with Eurasia/Eastasia maintain con-
trol.

45. Bureaucratic Tyranny: Rule through impersonal, oppressive systems.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the Party’s bureaucracy enforces rigid rules.

46. Intellectual Subjugation: Suppressing critical thought to maintain power.
Example: Newspeak in Nineteen Eighty-Four limits intellectual freedom.

47. Moral Relativism: The Party’s rejection of objective morality, bending ethics to suit
power.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, the Party justifies torture as necessary.

48. Historical Rhymes: The observation that societal patterns repeat, thwarting progress.
Example: In Animal Farm, the revolution mirrors the old tyranny.

49. Dystopian Futurism: Visions of a future where technology and ideology enslave.
Example: In Nineteen Eighty-Four, technology like telescreens enables oppression.

50. Hope Betrayed: The theme that societal aspirations for betterment are crushed by
power.
Example: In Animal Farm, the animals’ dream of equality becomes tyranny.
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